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October 30, 2020 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 
Here are some updates and further information to share with all of our Kingswood 
families: 
 
Halloween Happenings at Kingswood! 
Today, we celebrated Halloween at Kingswood, while also following Health and Safety 
Protocols.  It was delightful to see the students so happy, engaging in Halloween 
activities, and proudly showing off their various costumes!  We started the day off with 
a costume parade outside of the school with Divisions 9 and 10 walking around the 
school outside, while other classes waved hello from their classroom windows or just at 
their exterior doors.  Classes then took turns going out into our Pop Up Pumpkin Patch 
in our Outdoor Learning Space, and then bringing them inside to decorate, or to carve 
into jack-o-lanterns.  Thank you to our staff who came early this morning to set the 
pumpkins outside, to the district for loaning us their wheelbarrows, and especially to 
Mr. Bueckert (Mrs. Bueckert’s husband) who volunteered his time to be on Pumpkin 
Patrol before school started!   
 
Throughout the day, classes engaged in their own individual activities, and then we 
ended the day with our Halloween Zoombly where classes were able to show off their 
costumes via Zoom to the rest of the school, we had a Halloween story, said goodbye 
to Mr. Serjue, and then ended with some fun Halloween dancing within each 
classroom.  
 
Thank you to our parents for following our guidelines and not sending candy to school 
this year—we know that many of you wanted to contribute to the Halloween fun in 
some way, but we know that Halloween at school is different this year.  We appreciate 
your respecting our guidelines.   
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Thank you Mr. Serjue!  Welcome to Mr. Jameel! 
 
We have been so fortunate to have Mr. Serjue at Kingswood to do our enhanced 
cleaning since September.  He has gone above and beyond to make us feel healthy, 
safe, and comfortable at school.  Due to some internal restructuring and increased 
custodial hours, several of these positions were reposted and some reassigning has 
resulted in Mr. Serjue being placed at Byng as of November 2.  We thank him for all of 
his efforts and wish him all the best and will miss his positive presence at Kingswood.  
Our staff presented him with a farewell card and gift of appreciation, as did our 
Kingswood PAC. 
 
While we will miss Mr. Serjue, we are happy to announce that Mr. Jameel will be joining 
us at Kingwood as our full time day custodian from 6:30 am-3:00 pm.  Mr. Jameel 
comes to us from Wowk and I know he will be a welcome addition to our Kingswood 
community! 

 
School Arrival Times:   Importance of Arriving on Time 

This is a reminder that school starts right at 8:45 am at the bell.  
At that time, students are led in to their classrooms by staff, 
and they then proceed to go through handwashing routines, 
and then instruction promptly starts.  Some of our classes start 
their learning right away in our Outdoor Learning Space.  
When students arrive late, they have to come to the school 
office, and be let in by myself or Mrs. Wang, one at a time, to 

both check in, and go through handwashing procedures.  We then take them down 
to their classes.   

 
However, this is becoming problematic as we have several students late each day.  
While we understand there are circumstances at times which makes students arrive 
late, we strongly emphasize that school starts at 8:45 am.  It is very important that 
students arrive on time (or even a few minutes early) so that they can follow their class 
inside and begin instruction right away.  It can be quite disruptive when students 
regularly arrive late, and can also lead to students feeling uncomfortable arriving late, 
as instruction and morning routines have already begun.   
 
Thank you for your support in having your child(ren) arrive on time and ready for each 
school day. 
 
  
 



 

 

“Fall Backwards”:  Time Change on November 1 
 
A reminder that Daylight Savings Time ends this Sunday, 
November 1 at 2:00 am.  So remember to change your clocks 
back one hour before going to sleep on Saturday night! 
 

 
After School Supervision  

We know that many of our students and families like to make use 
of our playground and park areas after school.  However, it is 
important to note that there is no teacher supervision after school 
and a parent or caregiver needs to be at the playground to 
properly supervise their children. When children are outside 
without adult supervision, they could risk being hurt on the 

equipment, or could need adult intervention in their interactions with other students.  

While we want all of our students to have a healthy amount of playtime, we want to ensure 
that they are safe and properly supervised. If students do not have adult supervision with them 
after school, they should make their way home after the dismissal bell. Thank you for helping 
us keep our students safe.  

Poppies for Remembrance Day 

Next week, we will begin collecting donations for poppies for 
Remembrance Day.  Through your donations, the Legion helps all 
of Canada’s Veterans and their families.  Students will receive a 
poppy for our Remembrance Day assembly taking place online on 
Tuesday, November 10.  We will accept any and all donations from 
November 2-November 10.  Thank you for supporting this important 
cause.   
 
Grade 7 Participation in Remembrance Day Assembly Video 
 
Our Grade 7 students traditionally end our Remembrance Day assembly with a candle 
lighting ceremony.  This year, we will continue this tradition, but will record this on Friday, 
November 6, so that it can be included in our online Remembrance Day video assembly.  
We are asking all of our Grade 7s to wear a light shirt/sweater on top with no logo please.  
We are asking that they wear something dark for the bottom portion of their outfit (i.e. black 
pants, skirt, etc.).  Thank you. 
 
Transitional Learners—Second Return to School Date 
 
Our next intake day for Transitional Learners to return to school is November 16.  Next week, I 
will send a letter out to those families of Transitional Learners, asking for them to inform the 



 

 

school by November 9 about their intentions for their children going forward.  Please look for 
that email letter to come out at the beginning of next week (on or before November 4). 
 
Kindergarten Registrations for Next Year 

 
The Richmond School District 38 is excited to welcome kindergarten registration applications 
for children born in 2016, turning 5 in 2021. These children will begin kindergarten in September, 
2021. Online registration opens on November 1, 2020. Please visit our 
website http://www.sd38.bc.ca/kindergarten for more information about our online 
registration process, required documents, important dates and FAQs.  
 
Families are encouraged to register any time during the Priority 1 registration period 
(November – January) for the best chance at attending their catchment 
school. All registration applications received any time during the Priority 1 registration period 
will receive placement decisions by February 5, 2021.  

Instead of in person information evenings this year, we have posted short videos that provide 
our new parents with information about the registration process, English Language Learner 
(ELL) assessments, and District Program Options – Early French Immersion and Montessori. These 
videos are available in English and Mandarin. Please view the videos at 
http://www.sd38.bc.ca/kindergarten.  

Finally, there will be a Kindergarten Information Evening for parents of students with additional 
support needs on ZOOM held on November 17 from 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. A link to the Zoom meeting 
will be posted on the Kindergarten Registration website closer to the meeting date 
http://www.sd38.bc.ca/kindergarten  
 

Thank you and please share this information with 
your friends and family who have Kindergarten 
aged children! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
    Recycle and Help PAC Fundraising at the Same Time! 
 
    Our PAC (Parent Advisory Committee) has been thinking thoughtfully about how  
    they can continue to support the school through fundraising activities.  At this time,  
    they are not able to do many of the typical fundraising activities that they would  
    normally do.  So they have been brainstorming and are coming up with ideas to  



 

 

    support the school.  The PAC fundraises to help provide extra resources to enrich 
    the school’s resources by helping to purchase things such as additional sports 
    equipment, books, technology, the Outdoor Learning Classroom materials, and  
    many other things, including helping support purchasing additional materials for  
    classes as well.  You will get more information from the PAC about their ideas later  
    on, but one that they’ve already set up is through the Encorp Recycling Program. 
 
     In this way, if you have recycling at home, you can donate these items to the Return  
     It Recycling Centres that have the Express  
 
Getting Started with Express 
 
Here are some tips for your first Return-It Express trip: 
 
1. Bring refundable beverage containers. The express service accepts beverage containers that 
are a part of the Return-It system - other recyclables are not accepted. To find out what 
containers you can return, click here. 
 
2. No sorting required. With Return-It Express there is no need to sort your containers. Simply bring 
your labelled bags filled with unsorted containers to an Express Depot and we'll do the rest. 
 
3. Use multiple bags for heavy returns. Heavy or overfilled bags can break open and are difficult 
to handle - this may cause the contents of your bag to break or go missing. If your bag has more 
than 12 glass bottles in it, it is likely too heavy. Please split overfilled bags into 2 separate bags. 
 
4. Bag containers in clear bags. Transparent recycling bags or clear trash bags are available for 
purchase at almost any grocery store, drug store, or hardware store. As long as the bag is clear 
and properly closed with your bag label on it, we'll accept it at an Express location. 
 
When you drop off your recycling, you will be asked for a phone number for Kingswood’s 
Account. 
 

Please note that our account phone number is 778-778-7788.  
 
The Ironwood, Blundell Centre and East Richmond (behind Home Depot, on River Road) locations all have 
Express service.   

 
Photo Retake Day 
 
Due to some scheduling factors, our Individual Photo Retake Day will occur on 
Wednesday, November 4 for onsite students at 9:00 am.  For families of students 



 

 

currently in Transitional Learning who wish to have their photos taken individually in the 
gym, you will need to contact Mrs. Wang in the school office at 604-668-6280 to 
request an appointment to come into the gym for a scheduled time. 

 
Early Warning Number 

 
A reminder that if your child is going to be absent, we kindly request that you contact 
our Early Warning line at 604-668-6220.  In this way, we can account for all of our 
student absences without having to call you/disturb you at either home or work.  An 
example message would be, “This is “student name”’s  mom/dad.  My child is in 
Division _____, and will be absent on November 2  because…………”.   Thank you for 
your help with this! 

 
Upcoming Dates 
 
•  November 4:     Photo Retake Day 
•  November 10:    Remembrance Day Assembly online 
•  November 11:    Remembrance Day—no school 
•. Monday, November 16:   Second entry back to school for  
       Transitional Learners 
•  Tuesday, November 17:   PAC Meeting via Zoom, 6:05 pm 
•  Monday, November 23:   Professional Development Day.  Students 
       do not attend school on this day 
•  Friday, November 27:   School Zoombly for Recognition  
       Certificates 
• Thursday, December 17:   Report Cards Go Home 
•  Friday, December 18:   Last Day Before Winter Break 
•  Monday, January 4:   School Re-opens after Winter Break 
Thank you again for all of your continued support.  Continue to take good care.  
On behalf of the Kingswood staff, I wish you a Happy Halloween and a lovely 
weekend. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ms. Bahd 
Principal 



 

 

 
 
 

 


